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Lesson02:Thesimplepasttense

Definitionofthesimplepasttense
Thesimplepasttense,sometimescalledthe preterite,is usedtotalkaboutacompleted

actioninatimebeforenow.Thesimplepastisthebasicform ofpasttenseinEnglish.The

timeoftheactioncanbeintherecentpastorthedistantpastandactiondurationisnot

important

Whendoweusethepastsimple?

Ingeneral,weusethe pastsimple toexpressthe pasttense inEnglish.Aneventinthattense

happenedbeforenowandisalways completed.How long theeventlastedisnotimportant,

althoughitfrequentlyappearswithtimeadverbialsorpasttimeexpressionsthatdefine

a fixedpoint inthe past.Indetail,thefollowingcasesaretypical:

The pastsimple isused…

 …totalkaboutactionsorprocessesthathappened once or repeatedly inthe past and

thatare completed (keywords: ‘yesterday,lastmonth,lastyear,twoweeksago,in

1999’etc.):

o “I bought anewcartwomonths ago.”

o “Sabrina arrived inLondonverylate lastnight.”

 …foractionsthathappened consecutively inthepastwhichmeansoneafterthe

otherinashorttime:

o “He came home, opened thewindowand took abath.”

o “Sue bought abook, went homeand started toreaditstraightaway.”

 …inordertoexpress pasthabits (whichisoftendonebyutilizing ‘usedto’):

o “WhenIwasachild,I used toeatalotofchocolateeveryday.”

o “Ialways took theundergroundwhenIlivedinLondon.”

 …whenanaction started inthepastwhile another onewas ongoing:

o “WhenIwastakingashoweryesterday,thepolice knocked onmydoor.”

o “Wewerewalkingdownthestreetwhentheaccident happened.”

 …inordertoexpressa condition withthe if-clausetype II (2ndconditionalsentence):

o “IfI had amillioneuros,Iwouldgoonatriparoundtheworld.”

o “Gerardwouldearnmoremoneyifhe worked harder.”

Howdoweform thepastsimple?

The formationofthepastsimple isrelativelyeasyfor regularverbs asinmostcasesweonly



needtoaddtheending‘-ed’tothe infinitive form oftheverb. Irregularverbs havespecial

forms,whichcanbefoundinthesecondcolumn(past)ofthelistforirregularverbs.

Ruleforconjugatingthe simplepast

Regular verbs→⪋infinitive (baseform)+ending‘-ed’

Irregular verbs→⪋specialformsaccordingtothelist

In negative sentencesaswellasin questions,the pasttense of‘todo’,whichis‘did’,isused

togetherwiththe infinitive ofthecorrespondingverb.Togetanoverviewoftheforms,

comparethetablebelowandtheseexamples:

 Examplesentences includingverbsconjugatedinthe pastsimple:

o “Peter went homeaftertheparty.”

o “Allmybrothers played thepiano.”

o “Did you see thefootballmatchyesterday?”

Positive/affirmativesentences

Person/pronoun Positive Shortform Interrogativeform Shortform ofquestion

I

you

he/she/it

we/you/they

They played.– Did they play? –

Negativesentences

Person/pronoun Negative Shortform Interrogativeform Shortform ofquestion

I

you

You didnot play. You didn’t play.Did you not play? Didn’t you play?



Person/pronoun Negative Shortform Interrogativeform Shortform ofquestion

he/she/it

we/you/they

Additionalexamples

 “I worked hardyesterday.”

o sentencewiththeregularverb‘towork’

 “Thekid caught theball.”

o sentencewiththeirregularverb‘tocatch’

Exercise01:fillinthegabswiththerightpasttenseverb.

1.YesterdayI   veryhardbecausewehadanimportantpresentationforsome

newcustomers.(work)

2.Unfortunately,IburntmyfingerwhenI   thestove.(touch)

3.Ofcourseyouaretired!Youandyourfriends   cardsuntiltwelveo’clocklast

night!(play)

4.WhenIwasachildIonce   offtheroofandbrokemyleg.(jump)

5.I   everythingyesterdaysopleasenocomplaints!(clean)

6.Lasttimemyhusband   ittookmetwohourstowashthedishes.(cook)

7.Comeon,don’tyouwanttocomeoveragain?Lasttimeyou   uswasfour

monthsago.(visit)



8.Allmycolleagues   tothatradioshowyesterdaybutIthoughtitwasabit
boring.(listen)

10.Paulisaveryniceman.He   mewithmymovelastyear.(help)

11.Haveyouheard?JaneandNoelaregettingmarried.–Yes,Iknow.Lastweek,they 

 metotheirwedding.(invite)

Formationofthepastsimpleofmodalauxiliaryverbs (can,must,may,usedto,oughtto)

Thefollowing modalauxiliaryverbs have unique formsinthe pastsimple,whichmay

sometimes differ inmeaning.Comparethefollowingexamplesentencesaswellastheuse

inthetablebelow:

o We wereallowedto pass.”

o “Shesaidshe might movetoAustralia.”

 ‘may’ canalsobecome‘might’forgrammaticalreasons

 ‘usedto’semiverbexpressespasthabit

o “We usedto gotoparties.”

o “didyouusedto gojoggingeveryday?”

o “He didn’tuseto gooutbeforemovinghere.”

 ‘oughtto’isonlyoccasionallyutilized;inmostcases,‘should’ispreferredinstead:

o “We oughtto gethomeearly.”

o “This oughtto beenough.”

o “They oughtto studythelanguage.”

 Examplesoftheauxiliaryverbs‘can,must,usedto,oughtto’inthe pasttense asthey

mayoccurinasentence:

o “WhenJim wasachild,he could speakItalianfluently.”

o “ThepolicemansaidI hadto getoutofthecar.”

 Becareful whenusing‘must’–itbecomes‘hadto’.

Verbformsof ‘can,oughtto,must,usedto,may’ inthepastsimple



Thecolumn‘PastSimple’showstheproperformsofthe modalverbs.Noteverymodalverb

hassuchaform.

Note: Althoughthesubstituteform representsthepastoftherespectivemodalverb,there

maybea(slight)differenceinmeaningtothenormalforms.

Modalverb Pastsimple Possiblesubstituteoralternativeform inthepast

can could was/wereableto

must – hadto

or

hadgotto (BritishEnglish)

may might was/wereallowedto

usedto usedto –

oughtto oughtto –

Examplesandparticularitiesofthemodalverbs ‘can,oughtto,must,usedto,may’ inthe
pastsimple

Thefollowingexamplesentencesshowtheuseofthemodalverbsinthepast(simple).

Considertheparticularities,whichsomemodalsoffer:

 ‘can’ is‘could’inthepastsimpleandthesubstituteform ‘was/wereableto’;examples:

o “He could easilywineveryracewhenhewasyoung.”

o “I wasableto getinwithoutaticket.”

 Thereisaslightdifferenceinmeaningbetweenbothforms.

See ‘can’ and ‘beableto’  tolearnthedetails.

 ‘must’ canform thepastsimpleonlywiththealternativeform ‘hadto’or‘hadgotto’:

o “I hadto paythebill.”



o “Shereceivedanemergencycalland hadgotto goearly.”

 ‘may’ hasthesubstituteform ‘was/wereallowedto’ortheactualpast‘might’:



resent Past Pastparticiple

can could (noparticiple)

catch caught caught

choosechose chosen

come came come

cut cut cut

deal dealt dealt

dive dived(AmericanEnglish:dove) dived(AmericanEnglish:dove)

do did done

draw drew drawn

dream dreamt/dreamed dreamt/dreamed

“Present Past Pastparticiple

be (am/is/are) was/were been

become became become

begin began begun

bereave bereft/bereaved bereft/bereaved

blow blew blown

break broke broken

bring brought brought

build built built

burn burnt/burned

buy bought



resent Past Pastparticiple

drink drank drunk

drive drove driven

eat ate eaten

fall fell fallen

feed fed fed

feel felt felt

fight fought fought

find found found

fly flew flown

forbid forbade forbidden

forget forgot forgotten

forgive forgave forgiven

freeze froze frozen

get got got(AmericanEnglish:gotten)

give gave given

go wentgone

grow grew grown

H

hang hung/hanged hung/hanged

have had had

hear heard heard

hide hid hidden

hold held held



hurt hurt hurt

K

keep kept kept

know knew known

L

lay laid laid

lead led led

learn learnt/learned learnt/learned

leave left left

lend lent lent

let let let

lie lay lain

light lit/lighted lit/lighted

lose lost lost

M

make made made

may might (noparticiple)

mean meant meant

meet met met

melt melted molten/melted

mistake mistook mistaken

P

pay paid paid

prove proved proven/proved

put put put



Q

quit quit/quitted quit/quitted

R

read read read

rid rid/ridded rid/ridded

ride rode ridden

rise rose risen

run ran run

S

say said said

see saw seen

seek sought sought

sell sold sold

send sent sent

set set set

shake shook shaken

shall should (noparticiple)

shoot shot shot

show showed shown/showed

shrink shrank/shrunk shrunk

sing sang sung

sink sank sunk

sit sat sat

slay slew slain



sleep slept slept

slide slid slid

smell smelt/smelled smelt/smelled

speak spoke spoken

speed sped/speeded sped/speeded

spend spent spent

spill spilt/spilled spilt/spilled

spin spun spun

split split split

spread spread spread

stand stood stood

strike struck struck

strive strove striven

swear swore sworn

sweat sweat/sweated sweat/sweated

swim swam swum

swing swung swung

take took taken

teach taught taught

tear tore torn

tell told told

think thought thought

throw threw thrown

tread trod trodden



understand understood understood

undertake undertook undertaken

wake woke/waked woken/waked

wear wore worn

weave wove woven

wed wed/wedded wed/wedded

weep wept wept

wet wet/wetted wet/wetted

win won won

write wrote written

Gototop


